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of the society about her; and she is but an example of
the high social position of the Homeric women.

The Homeric matron had as her regular duties the
management of the household, and was trained in every
domestic occupation. Spinning and weaving were her
chief accomplishments, and all the Homeric heroines were
highly skilled in the textile arts. The garments worn
by the men were fashioned at home by handmaidens
under the superintendence of their mistress, who herself
engaged in the work. Penelope had fifty slave maidens
to direct in the various duties of the household. The
daughters of Celeus, like Rebecca of old, went to the well
to draw water for household use; and the clothes washing
of the Princess Nausicaa and her maidens has been already
mentioned. So, by the side of the refinement and elegance
of the Homeric Age we have a simplicity of manners that
but adds to the charm.

In spite of these beautiful instances of domestic harmony
and affection, the women of Homer had really no rights, in
the modern sense of the term. Throughout the whole of
life their position was subject to the will or the whims
of men. At marriage, woman merely passed from the
tutelage of her father to that of her husband, who had
absolute power over her. But though the power of the
husband was absolute, yet he was generally deferential
toward the wife he loved, and was frequently guided by
her opinions. Thus, the Phaeacians say of Queen Arete:
" Friends, this speech of our wise queen is not wide of the
mark, nor far from our deeming, so hearken thereto. But
on Alcinous here both word and work depend." With
Arete lay the real seat of authority, though she could
claim no rights, and doubtless the tactful and clever
Homeric woman was, as a rule, the dominating influence
in the palace.